Grade 3

Sa paghahandog ng musika ng kulturang Pilipino sa ating kabataan at pamayanan
Dedicated to the Abbotsford Middle Senior Concert Band, Mr. Joel Noftle, Director
and the Abbotsford Senior Secondary Senior Concert Band, Mr. Grant MacDonald, Director

Tatlong Sayaw

Three Dances
For Concert Band, Dhol Feature, & Developing Keyboard & Guitar Ensemble
- (Shortened Version) -

Music from Various Philippine Folk Dances

Arranged by Andrei Gueco
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- Instrumentation -
Flute
Oboe
Bassoon
1st Bb Clarinet
2nd Bb Clarinet
Bb Bass Clarinet (3rd Bb Clarinet (Bass CI. Double))
1st Eb Alto Saxophone
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone (3rd Eb A. Sax. (B. Sax. Double))
1st Bb Trumpet
2nd Bb Trumpet
Hornin F
Trombone
Baritone, Euphonium
Baritone Treble Clef
Tuba, Electric Bass
Glockenspiel, Tubular Bells
Timpani (Tune: F, G, C, Eb)

Percussion |
(Bass Drum, Kalaste (Castanets, Snare Drum Rim), Wood Block
(Claves)) (Opt. Shakers, Rattles)

Percussion Il

(Maracas (Shakers, Rattles), Suspended Cymbal (Ride Cymbal),
Tambourine, Concert Toms, Gong (Tam-Tam)) (Opt. Giro, Agogo
Bells)

Dhol

1st Keyboard

2nd Keyboard

1st Acoustic Guitar
2nd Acoustic Guitar
3rd Acoustic Guitar

*number of parts not required for concert band, but
available for standalone ensemble

- Program Notes -

The Philippines is a region of countless cultures, robust and
plentiful. The presence of other cultures and people, both native
and historically foreign to the islands, has contributed to the
diverse record of Philippine music. Inspired by some recordings
by Juan Silos Jr. and His Rondalla, three dances were selected
to feature in this suite of “Tatlong Sayaw.” Full of life and
variation, it only captures the mere surface of the sounds of
Philippine culture in folk dance music.

Carifnosa is the de facto Philippine national dance. Originating
from Panay Island, it is of colonial origin and Hispanic influence.
Its 3/4 time and modal sound is made popular among listeners
by its performance in a rondalla, which is a guitar-like ensemble.
Featuring partners dancing as a couple, they perform flirtatious
and comical movements, portraying the interest that two people
have with each other. A fan and handkerchief make a significant
presence in this witty portrayal of a romance.

Tiklos is a dance from the island of Leyte, which was performed
by a community of people who worked for each other. Anything
from preparing soil for planting, or constructing a house, were
some of the jobs that the people mutually did for each other.
During their breaks to eat and rest, they would also gather and
perform the dance, which consisted of partners pairing up. With
a jolly and upbeat energy, the dance is entertaining to watch and
listen to, with a catchy tune that cheers all spirits.

Subli is a religious dance of the Batanguefios, which mostly live
around the Taal Volcano. It is of pre-colonial origin, but after the
Spanish introduced Christianity, the dance was dedicated to the
Holy Cross of Alitagtag. Performed during celebration and
prayer, traditional dancers would make austere and haunting
movements. The sound traditionally was that of a reptile skin
drum and handheld bamboo clappers or kalaste. But some
modern versions and interpretations include the lively rondalla
melody, which both are portrayed in this movement.

With great thanks to Mr. Joel Noftle and Mr. Grant MacDonald,
this piece is an achievement in music by the composer and the
two schools involved in the Tatlong Sayaw project. Dedicated to
the Abbotsford Middle Senior Concert Band and the Abbotsford
Senior Secondary Senior Concert Band, the musical journey
involving the student musicians has proved challenging, but
inspiring and enjoyable through their efforts and progress. May
this piece inspire all Filipinos, youth, and musicians that hear it.



- Rehearsal Notes* -

*Sections of the rehearsal notes are edited and/or removed to fit the setup of the shortened version. Though different in
appearance, all of the necessary instructions are kept.

Keyboard and guitar are open for integration, but they are not required. They have the option to play each movement standalone.

Introduction

The opening should be portrayed ominously. Timpani and bass drum must provide distant, yet clear thumps. Near the end,
ensure that the ritardando is pronounced and timely. The crescendo must start very soft and get exponentially stronger while
dampening all vibrations to allow the silence at the last bar.

The cut before movement 1 must be long enough to allow the chord to resonate to near silence before starting the new count.

l. Carifosa

All passages in the beginning must be light, ensuring that the staccatos are short and not harsh. The crescendo into the main
theme must be very strong to establish the festive energy.

Attention towards articulations must be carried through the movement, with the varying instructions of staccatos, tenutos, and
slurs.

The tenor sax, horn, and baritone in section F must “soar above the band” with their countermelody. The melody and the
countermelody’s last two notes before the final note of this section must be punched out.

The legato figures in section G must “flow through the band” and be pronounced well among the prevailing melody. The low
instruments and castanets must be light and articulate with their rhythms.

Note that section G is mostly detached with staccatos, however by the pick up to H, passages must be expressed as more
legato.

Section H must be expressed with as much joy as possible, and percussion particularly robust with all their notes.

Section | is the transition to movement 2, which becomes suddenly slower to provide a peaceful ending. Conducting must be
taken with care to cue the new beat count (in two) and slower feel. The maracas and other tremolo figures should not overpower
the swelling chords by ensuring balance.

Il. Tiklos

The trumpet 1 duet must be carried out with mutes accompanied by two sets on the bells. By halfway, the band should slowly
crescendo with their claps and stomps, building up to the final sforzando.

Care should be taken at the end of the introduction, especially with the castanets’ sforzando-piano roll and the pick-up into
section J.

Attention towards articulations must be carried through the movement, with the varying instructions of staccatos, tenutos, and
slurs.

Section J should sound very bouncy with the offbeats and staccatos, but do not allow the band to slacken their tempo,
articulations, and airflow.

With any passage similar to that of halfway through section J, the trumpets must be clearly heard above everyone, and properly
articulated. The sixteenth-note figures should sound unified among all players who have it. At the end, the suspended cymbal
dome hits must have clear strikes with each note.

With any passage similar to that of section K, the different staccato eighth note figures should sound like one melody, while the
chords must be clearly detached and not overpowering. And at K exclusively, the trumpet crescendo must start very soft, and
eventually reach the volume of the band by the fourth bar.

The claps in section L must be balanced with the melody, taking note that players need to be aware of the quick transitions to
and from their claps.

At four bars after M, the sound must be as strong and joyous as possible. The trills and harsh marcato-staccatos should support
the melody leading to the end.

At the last bar before the segue, the last note everyone has must be bright and short, while the chosen players must carry
through the fermata and decrescendo



lll. Subli

The introductory percussion feature must be deliberate, and unwavering in strength and tempo. In reaching section 2, the band
singing “ah” must be considerably audible with the aggressive percussion.

Ensure that the ritardando is pronounced with the percussion shots to sound like they significantly slowed down. Keep note of
the repeats and transitions that are referred to in the performance notes.

Attention towards articulations must be carried throughout the movement, with the varying instructions of staccatos, tenutos,
and slurs.

The dhol can freely interpret the rhythm throughout the movement, but great attention must be taken to the context and balance.

In section N, the timpani and low tom must be articulated with every note, especially in starting soft to provide leverage for the
crescendo. With the addition of more percussion halfway through, the dynamic contrast must still be prominent while allowing
everyone to be audible.

Section S features the low instruments with their thunderous motif, which should sound heavy but still articulated.

In section T, the call-and-response melody must be heard above the band. This should be portrayed with great strength while still
retaining the smooth quality of the passage.

Section U must have light articulations, ensuring the bass line is audible and played with separated notes. Wherever there are
clapping instructions, players must show energy both visually and auditory, and have them remind themselves to pick up their
instruments again.

In sections V and W, at least one instrument must take the solo with great strength to be heard. At V, low instruments must play
like they did in S. And those with a pick-a-note must be discordant, starting very soft and loudening upon release. By W, wind
players should take to clapping and stomping to accompany the soloist, keeping note they only do so for the seven bars.

Leading into section X, percussion must start very soft, with bells playing significantly stronger by the last bar.

Section X must be the most glorious and powerful section in the entire suite as everyone modulates to the key of G. Ensure a
balance is kept in the melody as it gets portrayed by different instruments while allowing low instruments to play their parts
proudly.

At four bars before Y, the bells must punch their notes significantly, and the timpani must be ready to play the sub drop by slowly
glissing down from their highest drum if it is available.

In section Y, the saxophones and horns should blast their melody to signal the end of the movement. High woodwinds, bells and
chimes must play with enough strength to be heard, but not overpower. Percussion must punch their shots, but also not
overpower them. And the crescendos should be very pronounced to drive the passage with unyielding energy.

Everyone at four bars before Z must sound very triumphant and glorious by blasting their notes to sound huge.

In section Z, everyone’s entrance must start significantly soft, ensuring leverage for audibility for a rousing crescendo. The tempo
will slow down, which should be driven by the timpani through the entrances.

When going out of the fermata, conduct in two to signal to ensure proper timing for everyone’s last note, which should be held
out with a slightly lengthened duration.

Percussion - Suggested List of Priorities

2-3 players  Percussion |, Percussion Il (top notes priority)

4-5players  Percussion |, Percussion Il (top notes priority), Bells

6-7 players  Percussion |, Percussion Il, Bells, Timpani, Chimes if possible
8+ players All players, plus Dhol feature and optional/additional percussion

Pronunciations

Tatlong Sayaw (tut-LONG suh-YAW)
Carifiosa (kuh-ree-NYO-suh)

Tiklos (tik-LOS)

Subli (soob-LEE)

Mabuhay (muh-BOO-hai)



- Performance Notes -

During the percussion interlude at the start of “lll. Subli,’ groups of select or all players
Stage (trumpets, horn, trombone, baritone/euphonium) leave the stage to go among the
audience.

Transitioning: Ensuring the percussion repeats section 7 with unwavering strength, repeat
the passage as needed. At the beginning of this transition, the aisles must be lightly
illuminated to allow safe movement for players and provide clear visual communication
with the conductor. This action should be noted to the audience before the performance to
keep the aisles clear. Physical movement should only happen once the percussion has
started.

Positioning:

Q (2} (2}
~ ~ i e A-positioned house left, midway through the auditorium at the far left aisle.
< < < e B-positioned house right, midway through the auditorium at the far right aisle.
e C-(priority; balanced) positioned centre, furthest to the back of the auditorium as

@ @ possible at the centre aisles.

Each group’s position must consider their view of facing the conductor and their sound

projection. Ideally, the players should have memorized their parts, but any

accommodations, like stands and music, should be deliberated beforehand. Once in their
respective posts, if possible, players must position aside the aisles for the performance. Then, the conductor must keep watch of
the groups, to see when the players signal that they are ready.

Conductor

(&)

Cuing: After all groups make their signals, the conductor must give visual counts to the band, the number of bars left in section 1
until it transitions to section 2. The percussion must crescendo when exiting section 7 and play as strongly as possible. In section
2, the rest of the band must sing “ah,” as one hauntingly powerful chorus. This section should ideally be repeated twice,
increasing in volume to release at the ritardando. Conducting must slow here, and abruptly change tempo and dynamic at the
6/8.

Purpose: The transition is intended to envelop the audience with the sound of chanting providing an auditory experience that
puts them with the performers. This is done in acknowledgement of the traditional Subli dance. The strong, repetitive percussion
constructs the austere, spiritual atmosphere that Batanguefos dance to, as an offering, in front of their religious icon. Radiating
with energy, this is the movement'’s precursor to the more familiar Subli melody, which by then, the brass’ sounds can resonantly
surround the observing audience.

Originally dedicated to being a unique feature of skills, may the challenges of this work resonate with you and your ensemble.
With the pleasure of being able to feature my culture in a repertoire piece of my own, the composition and logistical processes
have been personally rewarding, and may this speak to your experiences as well. With this, | hope you, your ensemble, and your
fellow audience find Tatlong Sayaw to be a musically rewarding and inspiring experience. Best wishes for an astonishing
performance!

(
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Full Duration: ~7:00 (Short: ~5:00)

FULL SCORE

Flute
Oboe

Bassoon

B b Clarinets 1, 2

B b Bass Clarinet
(B b Clarinet 3
(Bass Cl. Dbl.))

E b Alto Saxophones 1, 2

B b Tenor Saxophone

E b Baritone Saxophone
(E b Alto Saxophone 3
(B. Sax. DbL.))

B b Trumpets 1,2

Homn in F

Trombone

Baritone
Euphonium

Tuba
Electric Bass

Glockenspiel
Tubular Bells

Timpani

Percussion I
(Bass Drum, Kalaste (Castanets,
Snare Drum Rim), Wood Block
(Claves)) (Opt. Shakers, Rattles)

Percussion 11

(Maracas (Shakers, Rattles),
Suspended Cymbal (Ride
Cymbal), Tambourine,

Concert Toms, Gong (Tam-Tam))
(Opt. Giiiro, Agogo Bells)

Dhol

Keyboard 1, 2

Guitar 1

Guitar 2, 3

TATLONG SAYAW

Music from
Various Philippine Folk Dances

2024. Shortened Version.

Three Dances .
For Concert Band, Dhol Feature, & Developing Keyboard & Guitar Ensemble Arranged by
I. CARINOSA - Para sa mga nagmamahal at sumusuporta sa atin ANDREI GUECO
II. TIKLOS - Para sa mga nagbibigay ng ligaya at inspirasyon sa atin
III. SUBLI - Para sa mga biyaya at pangarap ng mga kinabukasan natin
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